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ABSTRACT

Ruth St. Denis was an iconic figure in the earl{ha@®ntury who is often hailed as the mother of Btaddance in
America. Along with Isadora Duncan and Lois Fullgne is credited with the sweeping changes in mewtmand dance
and perceptions about the same in the said erdn ButDenis's art was a synthesis of differenturaltinfluences.
Predominant among these were Hindu beliefs andiiHoulture. The purpose of this paper is to exarniweextent of
these influences and the depth of St. Denis's esmgagt with the Hindu philosophy and culture andrttaaaner in which it
impacted her work as an artist. Her three definirmgks, '‘Radha’, 'Incense’ and ‘Nautch' are studieskly to judge the

authenticity of her influences
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